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Institutional Distinctiveness 

 

 
Legal Aid Awareness 

 

The SLS, Nagpur, is unusual in that it focuses on spreading legal awareness in the 

surrounding areas as well as to the underserved. 

Objectives of the Practice: 

The goal of Legal Aid Awareness is to give social-legal assistance to the 

community's destitute and needy members. The practical features of the legal 

profession must be understood by law students. Students give legal assistance with 

the assistance of professional practicing lawyers. A legal aid center serves as an ideal 

policy to gain practical work-experience which helps in securing a platform for 

discussion and information-sharing for the purpose of promoting and protecting the 

rights of individuals, especially those belonging to the marginalized sections of the 

society. The study involved in the legal aid camps acts as a valuable resource for law 

students. 

Legal Aid Centre: 

The Legal Aid Centre at Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur is established with 

óAim & Objectiveô to óServe legal aid, through human resource, 

knowledge resource, & infrastructural resource, to those who need it the 

most, purely on pro-bono basisô. Itôs a blend of legal duty (as laid down 

under Rule 31 of Bar Council of Indiaôs Rules of Legal Education, and Rule 

11 of Schedule III of the said órulesô) of the Institute with mission of the 

Symbiosis International University. 

The institution has established a Legal Aid Clinic under the supervision of a 

Senior Faculty Member who will administer the Clinic run by the students of 
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the Institution in cooperation with the Legal Aid Authorities with list of 

voluntary lawyers and other Non- Government Organizations engaged in this 

regard in the locality generally from which the student community of the 

Institution, hail from. 

The mission statement of the Symbiosis International University says that it 

is committed towards ófostering spirit of national developmentô, óinstilling 

sensitivity amongst the youth towards the communityô, ócontributing towards 

knowledge generation and disseminationô, and ópromoting ethical and value 

based learningô. The establishment of the Legal Aid Centre at Symbiosis Law 

School - Nagpur acknowledges that it is committed towards fulfilling its 

óinstitutional social responsibilityô. 

Participation of members of the Legal Aid Centre in various activities will 

make them more sensitive towards various legal issues that are being faced by 

the society people. It will enhance their understanding of their ómoral duties 

towards the societyô, which will lead to ósense of responsibility in nation 

buildingô. 

With these óAims & Objectivesô, the Legal Aid Centre of Symbiosis Law 

School, Nagpur will be active in three directions 

Å LEGAL  AWARENESS 

Target population, as per the kind of activity, will be made more aware of the legal 

issue that is being taken up by members of the Legal Aid Centre. This awareness 

will be created through personal interaction, through pamphlets & posters, and 

through various other similar modes. 

Å LEGAL  LITERACY  

Target population, as per the kind of activity, will be taught how to draft very basic 

legal documents, like, ówriting complaintô, ówriting application under the R.T.I. 

Actô, ódrafting an affidavitô, and similar other documents. 

Å CORE LEGAL AID  

The aided person/s, as per requirement of the situation/case, will be given core legal 

aid, like, ógiving advice as per the legal provisionsô, óbringing aided person/s before 

legal forum/authorityô, ópresenting case of the aided person/s before legal 

authority/forumô, and similar other activities. 
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COMPOSITION  

Å The Legal Aid Centre at Symbiosis Law School ï Nagpur constitutes of a 

óHeadô of the Centre, and 30 óPara-Legal Volunteersô. A senior faculty 

member is being appointed as óHeadô, and students have been appointed as 

óConvenerô, óCo-Convenerô And óPara- Legal Volunteersô. 

Å The Centre, with all the required infrastructural facilities, is situated at Ground 

Floor of campus of the Symbiosis Law School ï Nagpur; it is open six days a 

week (Monday to Saturday) from 9 am to 5 pm. 

Å It welcomes all to come & participate, both the ways, as a resource person, or 

as a needy person. 

 

Legal Aid Centre is a law school program for law students to work on cases which 

require legal advice and assistance at no cost to the client mainly rendered to indigent 

persons and persons with low incomes. It aims to bridge gap between what law 

promises to offer and the harsh realities of law and society thereby implementing the 

concept of good governance by way of citizen participation. It seeks to impart 

practical knowledge to law students and provide an opportunity to implement the 

law by engaging effectively with rural communities and understanding the worries 

and concerns after which they are connected to the district authorities through 

processes of law. 
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Symbiosis Law School, 

Nagpur Legal Aid Centre 

Action Plan- 2021-2022 

 

ü The Legal Aid Centre of Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur will be 

active in three directions, i.e. legal awareness, legal literacy and 

core legal aid. 

ü An action plan of Legal Aid Centre of symbiosis law school in 

collaboration of DLSA will include; 

ü Opening of Pro Bono Club under the aegis of Ministry of Law and 

Justice, New Delhi.  

ü Legal awareness camps which will include awareness program on targeted 

groups through distribution of leaflet and street play and personal 

interaction. Such as awareness program on womenôs right in POSCO law 

and Domestic Violence Act. 

ü Value-added course on Disability Studies under the grant received. 

ü Core legal help on case to case basis with the help of lawyers on panel 

suggested by DLSA. 

ü Visit to village near Nagpur city, Government schools to spread awareness 

about Right to Education, visit to Central jail, Balgruh etc. to spread the 

awareness program about their legal rights. 

ü Street play on right to vote at railway station, bus station. 

ü Two daysô Workshop for Para legal training. (for Members). 

ü Participation of students in Lok-adalats conducted by DLSA. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 

Date: 18th September, 2021                                    Time: 10 am onwards  

 
Report 

Legal Awareness Program on Traffic Rules 

Legal Aid Centre at Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur in association with an NGO, 

Ishwarya organized a legal literacy campaign on traffic rules relating to pedestrians in 

Maharashtra on 18/09/2021. Students of the Legal aid Centre and members of the NGO 

participated in this drive with zeal and enthusiasm. Students also surveyed the area of 

Sakarrdara regarding pedestrian rules under the Motor Vehicle Act.  

Pedestrians were made aware of their right to way and motor vehicle rules. Pedestrians 

have the right to way, especially at zebra and pedestrian crossings. If a road is without 

a footpath pedestrian should walk from the right side of the road. When a blind person 

is crossing the road, the driver of the vehicle shall consider the white cane as a traffic 

sign to stop the vehicle. 

Under the Persons with Disabilities (Equal opportunities, protection of rights and full 

participation) Act (1995), the government must provide for auditory signals, engraving 

on the zebra crossings, slopes in pavements for easy access of wheelchair, and warning 

signals at appropriate places. Mr. Deepak Bhusari, Police Inspector, Sakarrdara Traffic 

Police Station also interacted with the students. 

During the literacy program, the Legal Aid Centre found that, 

1. Pedestrians are not effectively regulated at the signal as the zebra crossing is not 

imprinted on maximum squares. 

2. Many signals are not indicating the signals for pedestrians to cross the road. 

3. There are no auditory signals, engraving on the zebra crossings, slopes in 

pavements for easy access of wheelchair, and warning signals at appropriate 

places for disabled people. 

4. Footpaths are encroached by vendors or not maintained properly. Hence the city 

is not pedestrian-friendly. 

5. There is no penalty for pedestrians for violation of traffic rules. 

6. The driver cannot claim compensation against the pedestrian if any damage is 

caused to the vehicle because of the negligence of the pedestrian. Moreover, a 
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pedestrian can claim compensation subject to the rule of no-fault liability and 

contributory negligence. 

 

The event was conducted under the supervision of Dr. Deepti Khubalkar , Assistant 

Professor, SLS, Nagpur, and under the guidance of Dr. Sukhvinder Singh Dari, 

Director SLS, Nagpur. Ms. Simran Moryani, Kadambari Bhandarkar, Saket Bansal, 

Riya Agrawal, Trupti Agarkar, Arjun Sambre, Vedant Harde, Aditya Gote, Ayush 

Rahate worked hard for the success of the event.  

Some Glimpses:  

 

 

Students of SLS, Nagpur and members of NGO displaying posters relating to 

the traffic rules. 
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Dr. Deepti Khubalkar, students and Mr. Deepak Bhusari, Inspector and Police 

personnels at Sakkardara Police station discussing the reasons for violations of 

traffic rules  

 

 

Students interacting with the pedestrians 
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Print Media Coverage:  
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Date: 2nd October ,2021                                                  Time: 8: 30 am onwards  

 

                      Participation in Rally on Gandhi Jayanti 

                            To mark the birth anniversary of Rashtrapita Mahatma Gandhi, a rally 

was conducted by Legal Aid Centers of various law colleges under the banner of District 

Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Nagpur. The rally began by paying floral tribute to 

the statue of Mahatma Gandhi at Variety Square, Sitabuldi, Nagpur at 8:30 a.m. 

followed by Path Yatra up to next square.  On this occasion a PAN-India awareness 

and outreach campaign was inaugurated.  

The inauguration program was organized in virtual mode. Honôble President of India 

was the chief guest. The program witnessed by the august presence of Honôble chief 

justice of India and patron in chief, NALSA, Honôble Minister for law and justice, 

government of India, Honôble executive chairman, NALSA, Honôble chairperson, 

Supreme Court Legal Services Committee and other dignitaries. During this program, 

NALSA informed that Legal Aid service authority with the help of colleges and NGOs 

is going to organize PAN India Awareness campaign to reach every town and village 

of the country.  

The program will continue till 14th November, 2021. During this period Legal Services 

Authorities shall organize several awareness and outreach activities with the aid of 

Panel Lawyers, Para Legal Volunteers, Law College students, NGOs. CJI made appeal 

to legal fraternity to make the event collaborative exercise to showcase working and 

achievements of judicial institutions and to strengthen the legal services network as a 

whole. 

Members and faculty in charge of the Legal Aid Centre of Symbiosis Law School, 

Nagpur attended the meeting at District Court, rally, and inauguration of PAN India 

virtual program. 
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Faculty in charge Dr. Deepti Khubalkar attended the PAN India meeting with 

Secretary, DLSA, Nagpur 

 

 

Adv. Deepti Khubalkar during the rally 

 

 



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Students of SLS, Nagpur participated in the rally on 2/10/2021 
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Date:15 th December ,2021                                           Time: 3:30 pm onwards  

 

 

Webinar on the topic ñSexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, 

Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013ò 

(A Legal awareness program to sensitize students and employees) 

 

The Legal Aid Centre organized a live webinar on the topic óSexual Harassment of 

Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013ǋ for the staff 

and students on December 15, 2021. The Webinar was in the nature of an Orientation 

for staff and students on this very important and sensitive issue. The speaker for the 

session was Adv. Bharti Indulkar .  

Dr. Sukhvinder Singh Dari, Director, Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur welcomed the 

Guest speaker and participants and gave an overview of the webinar.  

Asst. Prof. Dr. Deepti Khubalkar introduced the speaker Adv. Ms. Bharti Indulkar, 

Advocate, Bombay High Court, Bombay. The resource person addressed the students 

on the various circumstances leading to abuse, womenôs rights at the work place, the 

relevant laws and the officials they should report to in case of any adverse situation. She 

highlighted the implications faced by the complainant in those circumstances, 

particularly if the complaint and the procedures followed are not documented, and used 

a series of case studies to improve the studentsô understanding. 

Dr. Deepti Khubalkar, moderated the session and proposed the vote of thanks. More 

than 70 participants attended and provided very positive feedback about the webinar. 
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Some Glimpses: 

 

Dr. Sukhvinder Singh Dari, Director welcoming the guest and screenshot of 

more than 70 participants during the event.   

 

Dr. Deepti Khubalkar introducing the guest. 
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Group photogrpah taken during the session.  
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E-BANNER :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


